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{ Baja California were a person, it would be Sienna Miller:
boho-gone-smart and definitely in vogue. Baja is a new
Riviera, where fifty per cent of the guests at the swish resort
of Las Ventanas al Paraiso arrive by private jet from New
York and Los Angeles. Baja is eco; you can stroke grey
whales in the calving lagoons to which they migrate
annually. Baja is flip-flop funky: most of the streets in the
old town of Todos Santos are still sand, lined with artisans’
shops. And it is here that you'll find the Hotel California.
the back of its tequila bar made of beaten silver.

Baja has become Sienna out of macho. This long, thin
finger of Mexico has always been Hemingway standard for mar-
lin fishing, some of the best in the world, and now the biggest
competition is worth $2 million in prize money. But where once
the scene was all fough-tough big men with stubble, Macho Baja
is now reduced to a bar in Cabo San Lucas called The Singing
Marlin (avoid!) and has been exquisitely refined into Brad Pitt,
who stayed at Las Ventanas during the filming of Zroy.

The fact that a set recreating mythical, ancient Greece was built
here — on the left-hand beach as you drive up to Todos Santos —
and that James Cameron’s Oscar-winner Tifanic was filmed
further north (in a tank) is all part of the surreal nature of Baja
California. Those of less cerebral instincts might be more fasci-
nated by the fact that Baja is home to the only Tom Fazio-
designed golf course outside the United States.

Baja is where it is all happening. One&Only Palmilla, on the
tip of the Baja peninsula, has joined Las Ventanas as a whizz-
bang resort. It has a Charlie Trotter restaurant. It has cavernous
rooms with shimmering butlers who arrive at the cocktail
hour with margaritas the size of swimming pools. There are
iPods by the pool. I stayed there and wanted to stay forever:
everything in my suite was so beautiful. The rooms are comfort-
able. lush. lavish, extravagant: I wanted to take everything
home, including José the butler.

One night I had dinner with resort magnate Sol Kerzner, and
Bob Shapiro, chief executive of Monsanto, the biotechnology
corporation, and Bob said, “Isn’t this marvellous? You could be
anywhere.” By which he didn't mean it was cookie-cutter or
anonymously international: he meant Mexico had suddenly
come of age, that Baja is now up there with Mauritius, the South
of France. smart Thailand. New Zealand: fabulous food, great
hotels, and you don’t get sick.

Wine? Mexico produced the most distinguished wines in the
Americas, courtesy of the Conquistadors, and now Napa names
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DOWNMEXICOWAY .
- (1) "El Arco”. (2) Boho chic at Hotel California.
- (3) Lounging at Las Ventanas. (4) Easy living
at the Hotel California. (5) Palmilla Chapel.
(6) All rooms at Palmilla have a sea view.

(7) Paqu’fs qn'd_ferns, add a lush touch at Palmilla.
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