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Saint Thomas
D’Aquin

The Saint Thomas D’Aquin is a

hotel you look forward to

booking people into because
it's exactly what they will be

Ots of charm, terrific location
and typically Parisian details.
You also book your friends in
there because it doesn’t cost
what you think it's going to
cost. How few bargains are
there left in big capital cities?
This is a classic Parisian bolt
hole at a price that seems
wonderfully out of proportion
0 what you're getting.
3 rue du Pré-au-Clercs, 7th
(42 61 01 22,
www.aquin-paris—hote/.com).
Rooms from £82.

Le A

This is one of those hotels that
you would never stumble
across by accident. Situated
On a quiet street a few blocks
from the Champs Elysées, it's
not what you would expect to
find in what is known as the
Golden Triangle of Paris. an
area famous for its designer
boutiques and expensive
hotels. Le A is a Marais kind of
hotel that happens to be in the
8th. Its design marks a new
period in the work of the
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Nod to an American general:
Pershing Hall has humour

French designer Frédéric
Mechiche, whose style has
evolved from a Neo-Classical
Influence to a focus on
modern art. Le A takes the
Parisian love of detail and
refinement, gives it a shake-up,
and employs one artist to
furnish the interior as if it were
a gallery show.

4 Rue de Artois, 8th (42 56 99
99). Rooms from £225,

Sezz

The approach of Sezz is new
and different. It's in a part of
the 16th where you wouldn’t
expect to find a hotel like this,
and yet it makes sense
because you're in the most
Parisian part of Paris (In other
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words, there are no tourists
here). Also, it's the first hotel
designed completely by
Christophe Pillet, a protége
of Philippe Starck.

6 Avenue Frémiet, 16th (56 75

26 26). Rooms from £240.
Dokhan’s

| can'’t believe it's a Sofitel
That’s the first thing people
say who have stayed in this
charming historic wedge of a
building tucked away a few
streets back from Trocadero
In the 16th. Dokhan’s is
sophisticated Paris with a
theatrical twist. Every detail,
from the elevator lined with
the remains of old Louis
Vuitton trunks to the tiny
restaurant with boiserie
panelling that was rescued Dy
the hotel's designer (Frédéric
Mechiche again), makes the
entire hotel an exercise in
exquisite attention to detail.
117 rue Lauriston, 16th (53 65
66 99, www.sofitel.com).
Rooms from £246.

Du Petit Moulin

The Marais is a great place for
exploring on foot. Its mad

collection of higgledy-piggledy
streets, some no wider than 3
hay cart, should put you in the
mood for something different.

Du Petit Moulin fits the bill
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perfectly. The place is mad:
the.reception is part of an old
boulangerie, the lifts are
decorated with collage murals
by Lacroix, and each room is
Individual in terms of colour,
style, furniture and mood. You
could write a book on all the
different creative elements
brought into this one property,
and yet it doesn’t even have 3
bar or a restaurant. Mad —
and very Marais.

29-31 rue du Poitou, 13th

(42 74 10 10,
www.paris-hotel-petitmoulin.
com). Rooms from £123.

Costes

From the day it opened I've
liked the Costes, and. thanks
to Jean-Louis Costes, the man
who created it, it hasn't
changed. The food is still
great, the crowd is a magic
melange of eccentrics, chic
urbanites and wide-eyed out-
of-towners, service is precisely
Parisian, it has plenty of

bars, and it still has one of
the best pools in the city.

239 Rue Saint-Honoré, 1st (42
44 50 00, www.hotelcostes.
com). Rooms from £342.

L’'Hotel

This will always feature in my
list, because it was the first




