JUST WHEN
10U THOUGHT
[T WAS SAFE
10 GOBAGK IN
THE KITGHEN

He was the first celebrity chef, revered as much for
his rock-star style as his originality. But at the peak
of his glory, he returned his three Michelin stars and
stopped cooking. Now Marco Pierre White is back:
suing his rival, becoming a TV star, and whisking up
a storm. By Richard Johnson. Portraits: Dirk Rees
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arco Pierre White
Soho Grand hotel in New
York. signing for breakfast. He puts iton room
320 —thec only problem 1s thac he’s in room 322
He is the worse for wear after 2 might on the
ambuca—"“the house cocktail”, as he calls i Ic's
an anisced spirit that is le extnguished (wath th
palm of the hand) and shot—1in one, Sure,1t's

srainst local fire regulations, and everything that
is good and decent. But chis s Marco Pierre
White, And the bums from last night don't
appear to be bothenng him.

White 15 1n Manhattan promoung The Dew
in the Kirchen — the American edition of his
autobiography, Whate Slave. His publicists ac
Bloomsbury are selling him as the onginal rock-
star chef. The oncwhom ui: Gordon Ramsay
cry —who would string up his kicchen juniors by
their aprons before dumping them in :h::
dustbin. This momning he's doing a live cooking
demo on the Martha Stewarz Show: Ifhe can
keep his breakfast down long cnough.

Lasz night wentwrong [talways goes wrong
when White suggests “the house cocknail™. The
heat of the shot glass threw one member of the
drinking party into a blind panic, and she
smashed her hand down onto the table. T
sambuca everywhere. White got
burntand had to ram his hand into a bucker of
ice~-cold water, then bandage it up in 2 table

napkin, before somebody rolled him into a cab

Tl") morning, somehow, he stil manages to
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look handsome — despite a grey demeanour and
a tangie of greasy hair. He hasn't spentany ume at
the mirror, but it wouldn't have hurt—cthe
Martha S:-.-wart Show is after AL the Amencan
standard for gracious domestic living. White's

rurbot with citrus and cilanoro will sitc beside 2
leaf-covered candleholder how-to, and a tip on

using old navigational chartsas giftwrap.
In the taxi to the studio, White 15 quiet.
Perhaps because, cven though he was the
voungest, and first anh-:\um. chef ever to win
three Michelin stars, he gave them back. And
1996, He hasn't cooked since —not even
at home. As he savs, where's the adrenaline fix
in cooking a family dinner for five? The Martha
Stewart Show is his first-ever cooking dema.
And then he's flying home to present Hell's
Kitchen — the show that transforms celebrities
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into adrenaline~tuelled line coeks. Today, White
dd, gaiven chathe

turns into a 1V chet. Whichiso
used to reckon he couldntimagine a
worse. “As a TV chef, vou dilute your currency,”
he once said. But that was when he was sall in his
kitchen. and he sall had a “currency™ to dilute.
Things have changed.
had something to do with it Butso did the fact
that 1t was Hell’s Kitchen, a show created for
Gordon Ramsay. They're in the middle ofa
protracted legal battle. They can't stand each
other. Thisis perso onal

The staff at the Martha Stewart prep kitchen,
on West lhdz Street, are thrlled to be g.()ul\u.-:

vith one of the world's great chefs. But White
spo:mm a 10Ib turbor— the turbot he finds
on his board 1s 51b. “Well, we're down in the
first aren’c we?” he says, quietly. Whit
boxing metaphor “Sorry, chefl”
responsible. White doesn’t like to be called
“chef”—vourconlva "when vou're

running 2 kitchen, and White doesntrun a

rl_‘,.h:n_s;

The money might have

te lovesa

Say's the Commmis
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Top: Marco multitasks in the kitchen of Lucian
his Mayfair restaurant. Above: the Martha Stes
Show, on which he did his first TV cooking dem

kitchen any more, This 15 ROt -:ou:: well

In White Heag, his manifesto on food, Wh
Withourt fear no disciphine”™ Bur he
doesn't create fear by shoutng Notany mor
Not since he cutup a chet’s whites while he:
still wearing them. And not since he poured:

wrote



p down a chef’s pants—followed by
:I:r_’ croutons (even in full emper, White liked to
C(-:’ﬂ 1gs properly). Because the staff in the
Aartha Stewart kitchen have heard the stories,
\X': doesnt shout He doesntneed to.

He used to raise his voice — now he raises his
evebrows instead ~\.*.i 1e’s \o:_lm to raise hu:
:y-.":rcv.\-a about. The oranges are too
the fe «sing old, the L-;n:t.-.' 15 (OO

wver, after some frantc nnging ro
ndsona
_ ite, witho
up “And are these the only pans yo
ey're fine, but 129
muanuees ot G\I.CL .Tll:‘f:.i

barked mstruction. W mr~~~h 1 '.\d’-'p.:‘:..‘l‘i

ready, and h;< thought of 2 reference he's going
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Martha had to give a urine sample in §

ested positive for nutmeg.
irst ome since White armived, they reall 'l;':.gh.

Martha Stewart is known for bez
with the camera She hasa knack
everything back to her But White |
well, and speaks when he's spokent

v (T picked up the fir
Not right With all my n:-.'.:':l’ I threw it
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tips his pan forward. allowing the
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a natural,
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White. It feels warm and nan In the world

ofthe TV vhat -.ﬂl ::1.;1“ White

different, Cooking

the food look pretty —and Whi .' food looks
pl'"'ra Bue, 1f White 1s about

nything, he's about taste. And if God made

he turbo
ind cilantro. he's keeping tt to
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the green room, White pulls off his M
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en he armved at JFK two days ago,. he
bespoke and burton-down
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: native. He loves the
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oved from Leeds to London, to work
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smokes two packess of cigarettes a day
must have made it €asier 1o eat cobra— =t

heart. blood, bile and all — and warthi
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