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3 0 plantation, and so never hagd 2 shave
,‘--;'x:l ation. The first sctibers here were
French famalies who came M0 years ago
from Brittany and Normsandy. For
centunes they were the poorest people in

nad no means of sustenance M

e Canbbean. Apart from fishing they
Ml The
population of the mland is about 5000

of whom about 3000 are descended from
the carly settlers. The other 5000 arg
mostly people from manland France who
have made a life bere. Practically all the
chets on the sland are French, and the
island is crammed with outstanding
restaurants, 'St Barts is a nttle shiver of
the Cote d'Azur in the Canbbean, and
that s very altractive to Amencans. It
pives them a taste of St Tropez without
their having (o cross the occan

Among those visitors are Hollvwood

ravalty, pop princes and princesses, and

sultans of Selicon Valley, They are drawn
not yust by the handy location of St Barts
and its Gallic ambience, but also by an
alluring air of hedonism than hangs in the
balmy mir hke expensive perfume. Thas
appeal is the legacy of o Dutch aviaton
ind adventurer named Remy de Hacnen
who came here in 1945 and built 8 house
on Eden Rock, the rocky outcrop that
dominates St Jean beach. He becanx
mavor of the sland and mvited a string of
famous foends 1o come and stay a1 1h
house on the rock: Greta Garbo, Howard
Hughes, Johnny Wetssmuller, Robert
Mitchum. In short

we brought money amd
glamour to hs and Beldom, and these have
been the slund's halbmarks ever since

The Ix

was acquared in 1995 by a Yorkshireman

use that Remy de Haenen built

named David Matthews There was a little

bar attached to the property, and o few

roams 1o rent. Matthews reconfigered and
expanded the house, and soon found that
he had acoxdentally become a hotehier, So o
OAs COME 10 Pass that the two finest ;-I,n cs
10 stay on the sland - perhaps in the whole
Canbbean - are owned by Englshmen
But they could hardly be more

different. While Isle de France is coolly
understated, Eden Rock is a big gaudy
pageant of a place. Griven that it clings 1o
the rocky owtcrop like a Tibetan monastery
discreet invissinlity was never gosng 1o

be an optyon; but my word, Eden Rock

makes the moast of its prominence
Evervihung in the hotel & suffused with
texture and codour « and not the same
codouirs, but a dfferent bright palette in
every room, In the Howard Hughes suite
for example. there = o lovely curving wall
of green copper, and the floors and

partitions are made of polished mahogany
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as sleck and dark as a thovoaghbred's
fAank. The botel ts also full of ar, really
pook! art that cmches the eye or h[‘.l!k\ A
thought or makes you laugh. You feel that
thetre s o Creative wil, an IMPIESano s cye
behind all this - and it turns out that the
eve and the wit belong to David's wifs
Jane, who bas designed pretty much every
meersor inch of Eden Rock

Good ant, good food, and good
e 10 all modesty, these are the thres
masnstavs of Eden Rock,” savs Matthews
The beachside restaurant 1s simply
sensabonal, » great place to watch the
world's most beautiful people promenadeng
back and forth along the strand in the
workd’s pricest ssamsuits, As for th
music, that flows naturally from the high
esteem in which the hotel i held by divas
and rock stars Manah Carey, for example
throws her birthday party here every
yoar. A bt of that gliter seems 10 Birve
rubbed off on Matthews, too. He has the
reluxed, shaghly louche charm of an
erstwhile rock ' nroller: of he were 1o tell
you that for a couple of short moaths in
1973 he plwved Kevboards for the Floyvd
you wouldn't be in the least surprised

Famous visstors 1o Eden Rock ofien
rent the spacious villas that are set a
ke way back from St Jean beach
Villa Nma comes with accessonies such
as o buther, a Land Rover and & Mim
Cooper (1o the Iadees ) and an eoormous
and luxunous kitchen. Nest door s a
brand-new vill uncguivocally name
Rockstar « which s pust as glamorous as
Nia, but even bigeer. In the basement
there s a fully functional recording
stodio howsing ofl the latest dipital

equipment alongside antygue cunos such



