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Desert & Dubal
" 7 nights: 1st class hotel - all inclusive

L --.»l.‘s

Stéy in the northernmost emirate of the UAE, Ras Al Khaimah,
approx 1 %2 hours from Dubai.

Hilton Hotel & Beach Club: superior first class hotel overlooking
Ras Al Khaimah creek. Pestaurant bar, swimming pool.
Rooms with minibar, TV, bath, shower hairdryer. Free shuttle
to Dubai city and Ras Al Khaimah town. Superb Beach Club
(5 minutes/free shuttle) on stretch of w’mte sand beach -
swimming pool, loungers/sunshades.

All indusive: breakfast/lunch/dinner - buffet style in main

restaurant (snack lunch at Beach Club). Selected drinks -
served from 1100 to 2200 (selected hotel bars).

DEPARTURE PRCE DEePARTURE
14 November 2007 £895 |
30 November............. £B&S

10 January 2008 £995

23 January................... £875

11,27 February............... £925

11, 31 March... et o'

Pncespw,,ecubr,e""v 2rng « Further dates avadable on request »
Prices subject to avadablity « Fuel supplements may apply -
Booking conGtions apply

PRICE NCLUDES: Return fhghts irom London. 7 nights'’
accommodation meas/dnnks as described Transfers.

Pre-paid government departure tax
Not mcLuoen: Optional insurance.

CALL US NOW TO BOOK

01306 871 162

OR ViSIT www.travelcollection.co.uk
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:Day Essential Tour from £3495pp (inc. Flights)

Included in the price:
e Scheduled flights with Emirates
* 2 night stopover in Dubai

* Tour Guides from a company with 80 years experience
* More lesure time to See New Zealand ‘your way’
® At least 2 nights in most locations

* All transfers, taxes and luggage handling

@ABTA

ATTA S VOIS

0845 602 1137

www.aptouring.co.uk

SPECIAL OFFER
2007 - Mondays
NILE CRUISE -
N0v19£A15

For the full
picture, tour
with APT

travel insurance

0800 022 3160

lines open 8am-6pm mon-fri, 9am-3pm sat,
quoting ref: wakv

WWW.intunegroug p.co. UK

10% online discount

Intune Savel Insusance b underweritten by Uverpocd Victora surance Company Umited A0 and b
acrmenistered In the UK by Mondial Assstance UK Limited. Calls may be moniiored or mecoeded. 72019

Luxury Dubai

Christmas & New Vear
3* Grand Hyatt Dubai

From £1,459 per person and £675 per child

4 nights with breakfast daily

Return flights on award-winning Emirates
Private car airport transfers in Dubai
Festive activities for all the family

3

To book, call us quoting code EXTDXBS7 UJ

0870 761 7617 Emirates

s emiratestours.couk  1OUrS UK

Book By 15 November 2007, Frce shown bosed on stay over 31 Deconrter 2007 ard o @
COMPUBOry New Yaors Ew gl rvwr suopiomer et Based on @ tamly of a0 3083 od ore O
U 12 sharing P oom On eeisiing baddng. A suppierme t of D80 Der person and £180 per o
TS Or NOEres LD 10 and rcuding M Docerrter 2007, Terrms and conaiiions aooiy

per person in 2 twin lower deck cabin

A 4 or 5-star cruise including full board from just £395 Dec3.10.£415- Dec 17 £445

Enjoy a seven-night Nile cruise at a remarkably low tariff on one of our contracted
fleet of excellent 4-star vessels including the MS Akhnaton or similar, with the option
to upgrade to a 5-star vessel. You will be advised of your assigned vessel with your
joining instructions. If therefore, a Nile cruise has always been on your list of Classic
Journeys, then this is surely an opportunity that should not be missed.

 CRUISE VESSELS: All vessels have spacious accommodation spread over
¥ several decks. Facilities include a sun deck with plunge pool, restaurant,
lounge/bar and air-conditioned cabins with private facilities.

Supplements per person
Single supplement (both vessels) £95
Upper decks (both vessels) £50

Upgrade to 5-star vessel £100 °

Optional Excursion Package £85
Manchester departures
(limited availability) £25

Price includes: Air travel & tawes full
board on vessel, transfers, services of 2 local

i ITINERARY: Day 1 Fly from London Gatwick or Manchester to Luxor or ™Presnitive. Not included: Travel insurance,

:

visa procurement, optional excursions.,

Nile cruiser will be spent seeing the wonderful sights of ancient Egypt. The ¢=r#es ntroduced after publication. Our

current Conditions of Booking (on reguest)

Aswan, transfer to your assigned vessel. Days 2-7 The week aboard your gntuities, any government taxes or compulsory
\ \

optional excursion package will include visits to the Valley of the Kings, shall apply to all resenations. Special offer
the Colossi of Memnon, the Temple of Horus at Edfu, Kom Ombo, the Prces 2ply only o reservations made between

October 21st and Novernber 20th, 2007,

Temple of Philae, the Aswan High Dam and the great temples of Karnak  Note Flights from Manchester iy into Luor ondy.

Abu Simbel (£65). Day 8 Return flight.

7 nights from only £395

Reservations: &am-8pm weekdavs: 9am-5pm Saturdavs: 10am-4pm Sundavs

and Luxor. It is also possible to pre-book an excursion to
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occasion, Ed Victor
heads to America’s

little-known Lowcountry
—and is swept away by
its classy Southern charm

INDING a spedial place to celebrate a spedial
easy, so I racked my travel
brains and books to come up with something
suitable. Geography played a role in the
choice: I had to be in New York on business
at the beginning of June, but there are plenty
ofbeaunful places on America’s East Coast.
dis eous in June and Florida was a
Ecn)ssnblhry but we decided to head for the less well-
wn Lowcountry, a lovely chunk of coastline that
includes two well preserved cities of the Old South:
Charleston in South Carolina and Savannah, Georgia.

anniversary is not

Happy

Eagerto mark a special

The Mail on Sunday October 21, 2007
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My wife Carol and I wanted to experience both the z|# e

urban and the rural aspects
decided to visit Savannah and then The
Inn at Palmetto Bluff, a resort built on a
20,000-acre sea island at the headwaters
of the beautiful May river.

This was my first visit to a city I knew
only from the fascinating John Berendt
bestseller Midnight In The Garden Of
Good And Evil and from the grear Ella
Fitzgerald song Hard Hearted Hannah —
‘the vamp of Savannah, GA.

Berendt’s novel is a heady mixture of
Southern charm and dark murder mys-
tery in an exotic and eccentric setting. The
evocation of this Sultry, steamy and
strange place set off a virtual storm of
tourism — it truly was a book that
changed a city. I felt sure the reality
couldn’t possibly live up to the author’s
artful descriptions. I was wrong.

Savannah was founded in 1733 by the
British General James Edward Oglethorpe.
America’s first planned city, it was laid out
in a series of grids with 24 large and beau-
tful public squares — of which 21 are still
preserved within the two-and-a-half
square-mile Landmark Historic Dis-
trict. One of the finest, Monterey Square,
is where the Mercer House, featured in the
Berendt novel, still stands and is a magnet
for tourists. Tours of the house are avail-
able and bring the book vividly to life.

We navigated the various squares both
on foot and by horse-drawn carriage — a
lovely way to take in the architectural
glories of a city that is, quite simply, a
visual delight. Apart from the impressive
buildings, many decorated with the
cast-iron fences, balconies and stair rail-
m%sthaxareum que to Savannabh, it is also

| of ancient and beautiful trees hung
with Spanish moss.

- Our hotel, the Mansion on Forsyth Park,

was the perfect jumpmg-oﬂ' spot from
which to experience the aty. Occupying a

America As You Like It (020 8742 8299,
www.americaasyoulikeit.com) offers
seven nights in South Carolina from
£1,384 per person, with four nightsin a
cottage at The Inn at Palmetto Bluff
(www.palmettobluffresort.com), three
nights at the Mansion on Forsyth Park
(www .kesslercollection.com), seven
days’ convertible-car hire and returmn
flights from Gatwick to Savannah via
Atlanta with Delta Airlines.

For further information on South
Carolina, call 0800 783 1172 or visit
www.discoversouthcarolina.com.
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of Lowcountry life, so we

MATRIXPHOTOS.COM / CORBIS

Victorian mansion built in 1888, it’s just
opposite Forsyth Park — a large (30 acre)
and leafy open space famous for a cast-
iron fountain built to resemble the one
in the Place de la Concorde in Paris —and
just two minutes’ walk o the first of many
squares we visited in the Historic District.
The hotel has what many people con-
sider the finest restaurant in Savannah,
700 Drayton, where we feasted on South-
ern delights such as She Crab bisque,
collard greens and black-eyed peas. Before
we moeved on to the coast, we couldn’t
resist 2 meal ar Paula Deen’s restaurant,
The Lady & Sons, on Congress Street.
Her Southern fried chicken will leave a
lasung impression on my waistline.
mﬁ a resort hotel can be a tricky
busmess ut one of our most discerning
friends, Lee Schrager, founder and director
of the South Beach Wine and Food Festi-
val, strongly recommended The Inn at
Palmetto Bluff, both for its natural beauty
and its cuisine. It is managed by Auberge
Resorts, which is justly famous for its
properties in Napa Valley (the flagship
Auberge du Solelﬁ and Cabo San Lucas,
MCXICO (the Esperanza).

ALMETTO Bluff is a new
resort built on an ancient
property. The sea island was
discovered in 1524 by French
explorer Jean Ribaud, and by
the mid-18th Century there
were as many as 21 plantations there.

In 1914, R.T. Wilson Jnr, a wealthy New
York banker, built Palmetro Lodge,
reputed to be the grandest structure in the
Carolinas. Alas, this huge (72 rooms and 22
bathrooms) mansion burned down
in 1926, but the picturesque ruins are still
in the middle of the modern resort,
a graceful reminder of the glories of the
Old South.

The resort now consists of an elegant
Main Building, with a lovely dining room
and relaxing conservatory, a ‘Village’ with
shops and casual restaurants, and a series
of spectacular cottages in the Carolina
Lowcountry style, some along the May
river with stunning water views.

There is also a beautiful golf course — a
necessity for me. The Jack Nicklaus signa-
ture course is carved out of the forest and,
in his words, playing a round there is
like ‘a walk in the woods’. The fairways,
some running right along the river, are
lined with huge and magnificent oak trees
and palmettos.

We stayed in one of the riverside
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