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, """'*-.,* ur rickety van moaned and shuddered o it | Santo Antao, the most westerly Island of Cape Verde's necldace M"’Y: motsture, which meets the mountaing und forms - Antho live, some st in traditional suggar cane huts. 1t s also
4 % snadod Jti way up the side of the volcano, - shaped archipelogo, an lest impressions suggested, el .l‘flm because the mountaing are so high the clouds | Cape Verdo's fralt and vegetable bowd, and every moming
Delow us lay Porto Novo, where we'd " Alter wo'd spent another 20 minutes climbing, the landscape | become trapped and all the rain falls on the west side and | trucks stop 1o pleloup the produce for the market on the
disembarked hall an hour eaddier, already « - began to provide hints of what Jay beyond. Patehes of Sootoh never reaches the cast,” We weron't surprised (o learn that his - heighbouring Llnml ol 560 Vicente,
white frugment agadngt the deep blue of the ine and ncactn, dotted along the 5,000 1t ridge that splits (he other job was leaching, - The land looked and felt like the Cardbbean. Even the
f Allanthe. Al nround us on the hill were bare sland in hall, started 10 appear, Our vian jolted 10 o halt and Back I the van, nm? now under a thick canopy of vegelation, | languoge « Creole - was similar, though here Portuguese was
T ™ cnrth and the vestiges of terraces, where Jullo got out. We followed Bim to the edge of o preciplee, the wo crawled along o dlbbon of asphalt into a world of toctured | the dominant European element. At one point, on the way
wrr,«vmb'm had once grown but now lay scorched brown under | side 07 it e caldora that plunged o thousand feetl, Now we lnva, in which Gaudiesque outerops of rock shool misshapen | down to Ribeira Grande on the other side of the istand, the
wredentlonss sun, 'l remember when makze and cassava grrew cotld peo Lurm bulldings and Uny igures bending over crops. lists ot the sky, Wherever we looked there were ridges and - road narrowed further to thread s way, trapeze-like, nlong o
biere and we got several crops o yoar,” sald Julio, our guide, - Alter the wastelond behind s, this wos o picture of abundance, | ledges of bent and twisted valeanie seulpture. On either side, — slender spine of Tave, To the left and oight twin ravines, glant
Bt now it gote haedly any rain and the desert is expanding.™ | We'd never seen such a sudden chonge in o landseape. beneath these petrified steoams of lava, canyons dropped ~mdoe vera plants at thele summits, dropped 1o the valley lloor.
' away 1o plantations of beans, tomatoes, orange trees, chillies, Our extraordinary two-hour journey < incorporating natural

He thdn't seem unduly pedurbed by this apocalyptic scenardo; | Jubio, smiling ot the amozement on the faces of yet another |

i fact he was grinning. Clearly there wis more 1o the climate of | proup of visltors, explalned: “The wind comes from the west mudze ond sweet potato, This is where the furmers of Santa
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9697 and travelied to Pards in 1699, (n August he moved  © (SRR _ 4 8 & @ -

"ﬁ'ﬂgit?taﬂﬁmmsolliar(wnahobquanbw% AR A B W A -~ L L%
P —— Lo the Hotel d'Alsace —now L' Hotel (see . 8

B RS
* Befow): Ha soon fefl Il from o recurring Inner-esr -~ & .
$ Mﬂﬂml%&soﬂm%:&%} 3 : FIO

- TR was no longer working as o painkiilerand he” - %
A0 PSSR i bon mots wers recorded ~ "/ amdying beyondmy - |

e car it [ uNcan
N ! N B or of us: go.iHe - . A
HOTEL D’AUBUSSON A i . died, inthe hotel, 5t1.50pm on Novenber 30.His . | 2
: £ - [ spitaph from thie Book of Job, road £ YTo try words they - [ m— e s s .
ocation At the heart of St-Germain: the Pont : ¢ Al : WMMMWMWW”J :
veuf and lle de la Cité are at one end of rue e i - 4 oS BN Ny B P YR AN | | e ROOkeer Clel’kenwe" LOndOn
Jauphine, the Odéon Métro is at the other. o - . Al | T ——
Character A 17th-century townhouse and L ' RIS R & e o Xt w20 4% |
¢ iterary sajon, but the hotel rooms, N o RNy 1N - | ) 1 were on business in the City | up by the lire with a drink from the
m: llkc! L'Hotel (see below) don't make the | Si AN : ; T SR - | und my employers had booked honesly bar, or in warm weather
nost of thelr history. This is less true in the [ | me into the Rookery, | would sit in the sliver of garden, wittily
jump for joy. Just a glance - enlivened by a mural of cows being

yblic areas, where elements such as the
nain salon's large Burgundy stone fireplace,
xeams, Aubusson tapesiries and antique
urniture create an intimate period fesl,
Rooms 49 rooms In four categories, but
nost, while spacious, are rather bland, with
1ark wood furniture, pastel colour schemes
and only occasional touches of individuality.
Food Breakfast or drinks in the courtyard in
Jood weather are delightful,

through the windows of its three | herded by tvo smocked peasants,

adjoining, faithfully restored 18th- | portraits of the hotel’s proprictors

century houses into the warmly lit | (who also own the equal

drawving room beyond, and | would | excellent and quirky Huazlitt's

know I'd been sent not to the usual | in Soho), There's no restourant,

bland box of @ business hotel but to | but who'd stay in anyway, when

a quirky period home-from-home. | happening Clerkenwell beckons?
But then, I love quirky. Especially | We chose Portal, o few paces away

in unexpecied ploces suchasthe | in StJohn Street, und we chase

Cty, or, 1o be precise, Clerkenwell, | brilliantly. Traditional warmth and

Ne like The great location, which is the \ _
Jolel's main selling point, along with the just outside the Square Mile. In | contemporary chic eollide in a
sourtyard and attractive public areas. Dickensian times the area was ; stunnln‘g glass and chrome space
Service is iriendly and the website is brave known - forits thieves, vagabonds | where the Correln family offer
snough to give you a good look at what to and prostitutes - as the Rookery. Portuguese hospitality and produce
sxpect of the rooms. from which the hotel lakes its name. | delicious Mediterrunean dishes,
Not so keen Prices are too high for what Nowadays Clerkenwell ismore hip | including braised bisao (a rare
are pretty average rooms. und !:dﬁy than edged oul, although
Essentials 0033 14329 4343; www, history hus a way of repeating itsell: | pooae Aty
woleldaubusson.com. From £200. not long ago the Rookery hit the Crowned by the Rook's Nest (£425),
headlines when Pete Doherty wus one of London's best beckooms for
arvested there aftera fracas, a tryst
But I suppose the Rookery
wouldn't suit everyone. Where we Service kR
T found charm and integrity in the | Possbiy a bit txt f something's
sl . mv(t‘mm‘ love of all ,l‘!ltcmgs chl)'rginn arnias, sk and i1 be done
welled - and Victorian (wooden panelling,
ST heavy four-posters, oil paintings, m mm
. dimly lit, shudowy rooms), others roorma often used for daytime
m | might bemoan the luck of extras (I | g netions
13 UHOTEL the purist owners had their way you
3t wouldn'l even hove o lelephone; as | Food & drink E 8 8 atard
o Location In the pretty and quietly chicruedes  Food In 1889, the hotel provided Wilde with an it is, there's & minibar, flut-screen Briel room service menu;
...... Beaux-Arts, perfectly placed a few minutes’ allowance of five botties of Courvoisier a week; TV, wireless internet and air- breakfast served in the oom
walk from the Seine, Louvre, Notre-Dame, Latin  breakfast was served In bed at 11amand a conditioning, but no more). Value for money #*#i1r
Quarter and shops of St-Germain, lunch of cutiet and two hard-bolled eggs at Maybe they wouldn't be amused, | g0 o o hotel expenience, worth
Character Built in 1816, this building haslong ~ 2pm. These days, if you Insisted, the hotel as | was, to ransack the room for the bill g
been a hotel (Oscar Wilde died hera), but was would doubtiess oblige with the brandy, and the huirdryer, unearthing it at the
bought a couple of years ago by Jessica breakfast In bed is as templing here as bottom of the huge old wardrobe
Sainsbury and Peter Frankopan, owners of anywhere, but the intimate Le Bélier restaurant in the hallway of my room (Hke
Cowley Manor, a fabulous country-house hotel  (adjoining the bar, with glass roof and patio a pled-a-lerre, on two floors, ils | Portuguese wild pig). We've since
with a modern twist in the Cotswolds. Small and  views) can do a lot better than egg and cutlet. subterranean bathroom complete | erossed London to return there.
intimate, this is very different to Cowley, withits ~ We llke The whale intimate, cosy veivel with internal sash window and Back at the Rookery, the
grand house and sweeping grounds, but has sumptuousness of the place, which manages panelled door, Pepysion busl, morning revenls the unexpected
the same one-off quality and idiosyncratic to be decadent without being over-the-top. roll-top bath, brass shower and sight of fellow guests Chantel and
charm that clearly appeais to this accomplished  This s the perfect mid-priced, small, character muiching heated brass towel Preston (Celebrity Big Brother,
pair of hoteliers. The feel is private, cosseled, flled Parisian hotel, wheather you want a faintly rail for the fluffy towels). And ' remember?), who plainly have
subltly sexy (not loud or louche), relaxed - and naughty weekend, a fun place to take your they would surely side with the more sense than you might cxlm:t
well-run. The pool and hammam in the old stone  parents or children, or an ideal base for high Tripadvisor correspondent who if this is the sort of holel
cellar are a bonus. culture, shopping and sunny riverside walks. suid he would never return to the : Which reminds me: the Roo
Rooms You can stifl stay in Wilde's room (16 The snug bar is wonderful (love the Rookery because of the noise from | isn't just for City lypes; It's perfect
pictured leff) - and yes, the walipaper has gone, leopardskin-print carpel) and the service the creaky lloorboards above and | for romantic weekends loo.
by green-blue molifs and Victoria-era  charming ~ the staff’s bold velvet suits are a below. Our {loorbourds creaked
styling. Each of the 16 rooms and lour suiles, greal touch, too. So did those of the room W 12 Peler's Lane, Caweross Sireet,
leading off a remarkable oval atrium (above), is  Not so keen | guess you could say the rooms whove: creak all you like, 1 say. My | Londen ECI1 (020 7336 0931; wnwsw.
decoraled, but all have the rich, are a bit smali, but what gorgeous rooms. .. only serious complaint concerned | rookeryhotvi.com). Douldes from
gently decadent and just-right feel of the rest ol Essontlals 0031 1 4441 9900; www.l-hotel. the nalied siylight that coused us | £186 fo £240, including breakfast.
the hotel. | stayed in the Pondichéry room, with  com. Doubles from £173. Wilde room, £368. {o wake al dawn, For reviews aid mcommendations

So, quirky, creaky, admirnbly | by Fiona Duncan, visil wuww,

a sexy Indochine theme, not as glorious as
— some, but stlll delightiul,

= NIGHTS AT THE PALACIO URGOI. BLBAO

TIM JEP? unfussy - and cosy. You cun eurd | thehotelgunccom.
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BRITISH COLUMBIA CRUISE
ANADA'S WILD WEST

From bustling cities to snow capped mountains, A LAS KA LUXU RY BEYOND

British Columbia, with its temperate climate, 1s T

a perfect year-round holiday destination. SAVEUP TO £100 PER COUPLE, PLUS YOUR WILDEST DREAMS

CallTailor Made Travel now &
E VIP Home Departure Service™ | )Z’f 2
| =7 rarecl ﬁé,/

and let us create a summer NSt
haliday.there just for you. MADE from your front door to your front door* .
I

Sravel
0n4s 456 8067 o For a competitive quote or
Vollue-madn 4o 8R0S colour brochure call our

''''''' 0845 375 0515

¥ O RLDWIDE

A Titan Travel Company ADTA - V4565
ATOL Protected. 2850 *conditions apply  WIAWWLCNWW.CO. uk

i Peter Detlmann Ocean Cruises

When ships are comspeting with cach ather
i size, careying thowusands aof pasienger),
when neon lights masquerade as glamour,
it it time to ook back at the golden uge of
seit travel, 1o the beyday of service, when
pasvenger to staff ratios were better than
fwo /o one.
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1 COUNTRY HOUSE HOTELS - Suberb views, service, food
mmwgmm.umq.um‘uﬂw,, QUALITY VILLAS WITH OUAU'CY VILLAS WITH
Sl MEATED Pools, Spa Bath, Souna, Steom Rm, Tennis, PRIVATE POOLS PRIVATE POOLS
Howis, Badminton, Archary, Sooghker, Laser Cliys, Souash Many with FREE Alr Con ) Marry with FREE Al Con
. ALL INDOGRS + FREE. Outdoor Bowis, Golf, & Pool Heating & Pool Hextng

fennis, Guided Walks oiso FREE. ~ /
Late Jon/Bary Feb 3 nis £125/162; 4 nts £142/195 . ® . a
11Us-25th Feb 3 nts £141/167: 4 ms £186/227 '_ v l l I a P I u S v I I PI Grand Hotel Voyages has been ereated ax a 320 passenger cruise
l-'roopl'lon‘: ‘3:8‘30 ‘;3070' ;“54" m;cm's ~ L0Mm . l a C ul151 liner, that suill cvake memories of travellers ready to embark
Bk, i oo A ) N e W - 0 on mugical voyuges. This superb sbip offirs crystal chandediers,
ALGARVE SPAIN MARBELLA MIIAS mnrals, marble, brass, fine antigues and paintings.

- MA HOUSE & HBU HOTELS. AN : 7 b . .
..sésr,.:.-":}om.mmmﬁ’wm":.mn i e CORFU CYPRUS PLERTO BANUS SAN PEDRO THE ELEGANCE OF TA] COMES O i e spdoilow i the
. - ¢ ojjer (he spiendonr G
01727 836686 01727 8364686 TO A LEGENDARY BOSTON LANDMARK. entnnnies wd MR, the rdaAf

of teak stcamer deck charrs,
The historic property that overlooks the Public Garden s
Colonial Cuba

the palm jillr.-! winter garden
overiooking the bow, /vommadu
. dmwiting a stroll an deck, lounges !

the newest legendary horel in the 105-year-old Taj Group’s

collection of 76 fine hotels, resorts and palaces in aver 52 with Tiffany glass domes, cabtas i
7 nights exploring Cuba's historic heartlands _ . = , cleyantly and lavishly furnibed, L
9 P 9 destinations, 12 countrics and five continents. Taj Boston’s gourmet cuivine imaginatively and beantifully presented. +

DATEs AnD Pmcas ' Stately colonial museums; of Cienfuegos. Afterncon guided tour explaring the city. 4 nights

A s S0 i delightfulfy it il Hoted L tiviaa strong heritage will enrich an already classic landmark. Make ! for;l; Zmng {:mule): nfrlm(l‘:: o
); 3 L ....-............gg courtyards oozing Latin beats. Day 3 Trinidad: Step back in tme as you walk along the your reservations today and expenience the unparalicled ! '\Z:'Ibrr:j::‘/'::';l, t;::;‘:tm;ré; be {
U JUPC oo st Qur journey takes us through cobblestone streets of this UNESCO World Heritage town : Tl : - Gl i Al
h :?’ j :’3 1y e R ﬁ the colestel haartfand of Cola expioting g _dings. harfdicra b st el WS, luxury that only Taj Bosion can deliver. 2% f reenland, Eastern Medvernanean.
06 Ao, e e gg | Visiting the charming city of Day4-5 Cienfuegos: Enjoy a scenic walk to a local farm followed by T A i
04 September... i oas s 885 Cienfuegos, and the a swim in the Caribbean sea and lunch. Afternoon excursion to a | | :
o Octobor o ...fm25 | beautifully preserved colonial botanical garden. The remaining time at leisure to explore thecity | | | ==~ : ’
75 Cressber .. 96| town of Trinidad, before more or take optional excursions to the surrounding areas. TheJpading Hoteln of the Work! Boston |
01 Nowomber .. -—.£945 | continuing to the white sand Day 68 Jibacoa: Head 1o the beach resort of Jibacoa for 2 nights. e ) i
;*';’;:Jg;f:"mm beach resort of Jibacoa. En route visit the revolution town of Santa Clara; a city tour is {5 ARLINGTON STREET. BOSTON. MA 02116 u
sdject 15 sxaiabeity Fuel nopkments | Day 1 Havana: Overnight at the included with a stop at the memorial to Che Guevara. Transfer o TEL | 617-536-5700 USA TOLL-FREE: | 877-482-5267 (4774 TAFBOS),
;‘“""1-"'!’*3"2:“‘“":" Chatesu Miramar HMotel in Havana for return flight FAX: 1 617-536-1335 E-MAIL TALBOSTON@ TAJHOTELS.COM :
L'.r.d‘sn. 7 iy’ cam:z;ul Havana's Miramar district. OpTIONAL EXTENSIONS WWW.TAJHOTELS. COM/BOSTON
: a.moa ur:nmhdfwdml Day 2 Cienfuegos: After breakfast Exvand vors holiday in Cube's capital, Havens, or ot e i To cruise back in time, call
vt Pre pasd gosemmant decarure - th nd your holiday i a's capital, Havana, or at the
.f"':‘.xqw&mm,m% g;;:aﬁl:,::‘:og ?hc S:U,}f‘ég:gac?; all inclusive beach resort of Jibacoa. Please ask for details. INDIA® | NEW YORK' | BOSTON' | LONDON | SYDNEY" N ( G" 0845 3 10 4400
— DUBAL | MAURITIUS® | MALDIVES® | SRI LANKA - www.deilmann.co.uk

BHUTAN | LANGKAWI] | ZAMBIA l

Openivg Soon: Cape Torwm, Johannesburg, Doha. Paim Jsland-Dubai, Phaker.

01 306 871 | 1 23 oRr visiT www.travelcollection.co.uk ,@,

Americas « Caribbean + Europe * Africa « Middle East « indla & Indion Ocean * Far East « Australasia va2sax ATOLOIR

S —————— S —




