\Vhether it’s lying in the surfon a prlvate beach W atchrﬁg wildhife
from the back of an elephant, or explorlng the stFeéts of Europe’s
eternal cities, today’s couples are faced ysith a dlzzymg array of

travel options. BVAndyﬁledlander = =

To many, the ultimate getaway features a tropica
Island, a sun-drenched beach and amazing sunsets.
While the ‘Robinson Crusoe for two' dream is alive
and well, it's not the only way to get cosy with the
one you love. The selection of high-luxury options
for couples in search of sweet seclusion is more
diverse, plentiful and tempting than ever before.
Abu Camp (www.abucamp.com) is a prime
example. Set in 500,000 acres of wildlife-rich
wetlands reaching across Botswana's Okavango
Delta, the camp combines ethically sound elephant-
back safaris with luxurious and romantic tented
accommodation. Established 18 years ago by
American biologist Randall Moore, Abu Camp’s main
objective is to reintroduce orphaned, abandoned or
previously exported elephants to their natural
habitat. Accompanied by a team of highly skilled
mahouts — elephant handlers who walk alongside you

11ant saddles atop these

magnificent beasts as they
trundle silently through the untrammelled flood
plains. Because the giraffe herds, zebra, wildebeest
and the camp’s resident lion pride rarely
approaching pachyderms, you'll g
of these wild animals in their natural habitat.
Couples seeking their own sanc
worry about getting their elephant education at the

expense of human creature comforts. Not only are
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most of the gourmet French-influenced meals served
on white linen around the boma, or fire pit, and
accompanied by wines from neighbouring South Africa;
each of the six expansive ‘tents’ has its own free-
standing roll-top bath, colonial-style fabric-draped
beds and a polished wooden deck area overlooking
the lagoon. As a nightly chorus of owl-calls lulls you
to sleep, you can cuddle up warm in the knowledge

that your visit also makes a significant contribution
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araglioni and Positano Fototeca Enit

Couples who would rather live life at a faster pace
might prefer the nightly change of scene that comes
with a road trip. While Hollywood road movies may
show characters changing dramatically along their
journey, shorter behind-the-wheel adventures, like
Italy’s beautiful Amalfi coast, will likely bring you even
closer together — map-reading duty notwithstanding.
Just a two-hour flight from London, the winding,
spaghetti-thin roads carved into the hills south of
Naples reward brave drivers with picturesque villages,
charming local cafés and glorious, sunny beaches
around every hair-raising bend. Try to avoid high
season, when narrow roads are teeming with tourists
and the fierce sun makes a convertible car unbearable.

Starting in Sorrento, a cool, arty town on the north
coast, stay at La Minervetta (www.laminervetta.com),
a funky mountainside hotel that features vertiginous
views across the Gulf of Naples through its rooms'
floor-to-ceiling windows.

A short boat and cable-car ride from here, the tiny
Island of Capri houses the Capri Palace Hotel & Spa
(www.capripalace.com), where you can get pampered
alongside the glamorous Milanese society hostesses
and millionaire footballers. The spa is famous for its

Leg School, a treatment that rejuvenates legs with mud,

medicated bandages and mineral-rich water therapy.
Rejuvenated, zoom back to the mainland and drive
along the southern coast to the hillside village of
Positano, where hip stars of film, finance and the
catwalk flock during the summer months. This steep
cluster of bars, cafes and cobbled streets is great to
explore on foot; and the cave-like nightclub Music on
the Rocks (www.musicontherocks.it) is still the place
to be spotted. But for more space and relaxation,
stay at the white, minimalist Casa Angelina (www.
casangelina.com) in Praiano, just three miles away.

This page, clockwise from top left Capri's
famous Faraglioni rock formations; the
village of Positano; a terrace overlooking the
Mediterranean at Casa Anceling; the spa at
Ravello's Palazzo Sasso

Opposite page, from top Abu Camp's
luxurious tented accomodation;
elephant-back safaris permit guests an
up-close view of wildlife

are a refreshing break from stress-inducing local drivers,
all of whom speed along the surrounding mountain roads
like they're late for their kid's birthday party.

While Naples is credited with inventing a more famous
dish = pizza = Amalfi, just six miles east of Praiano, is
well worth a visit to see the thriving lemon industry that
produces much of Italy's limoncello, a lemon liqueur. And
a word of advice for foodies: Whatever you do, don't
leave the Campania region without trying the signature
regional dish, pasta con le zucchine. The best place to
have it is Rossellinis, a two-Michelin-starred restaurant
at the Hotel Palazzo Sasso (www.palazzosasso.com) in
the ancient mountain village of Ravello. The combination
of melt-in-your-mouth food, a 1,000ft high terrace, and
the beautiful light at dusk have inspired many.



