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Thousands of
rail travellers
will sit — but
not until 2014

PIPPA CRERAR AND DICK MURRAY

TENS of thousands of extra train seats
were promised today to ease the cattle-
truck conditions endured by London
commuters.

In a victory for the Evening Standard’s “A Seat For Every Com-
muter” campaign, Transport Secretary Douglas Alexander
announced that the Government would provide 1,000 more carriages.

Most of the extra rolling stock will be used at “pinch points” on
the network in the capital and across the South-East where
overcrowding is worst and passenger numbers are increasing
quickest.

The average commuter train will be extended from eight to 12 car-
riages so many station platforms will have to be lengthened.
However, passengers will have to wait up to seven years for the
new carriages — the equivalent of a tenth of the current fleet
— as they will not be built until 2014.

Shadow transport secretary Chris Grayling accused the Gov-
ernment of putting off the decision. “This is the worst kind of , . e 2%, A |
‘jam tomorrow’ announcement from the Government. Over- f 4 . B e W
crowding on our railways is already very bad and is set to get A 1§ | &
worse in the next five years,” he said. | 13 | A ' _"%'S}',’:&jé;i >

“Yes we need longer trains, but putting off the decision to get uﬂ@ ' 3 f RS LN i
more carriages for seven years just condemns commuters to cat- T . € ‘
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the extra rolling stock to train companies will cost the Depart-

ment of Transport about £130 milion a year. Mr Alexander told Something about a man in uniform
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