hospitality. His father owns the ritzy Grand Hotel de Cala Rossa in Porto-
Vecchio, where Nicolas Sarkozy entertained his cabinet-to-be on the eve of
the French general election. The Murtoli concept, however, 1s very different,
predicated on Canarelli’s theory of *anti-luxe’. ‘I've always found the 1dea

of luxury a massive turn-off,” he explains. “‘When I hear “luxury” I think of
Dubai, gold-plated taps and round-the-clock room service. I'm not at all
interested 1n “high living”, but I'm very interested in living well. And for me,
[art de vivre consists in simplicity, quality and authenticity. It’s good food.
good wine, well-made objects. My 1dea of service 1s to equip guests for the
art of living and then to disappear.’

Nowhere 1s this facilitating talent more evident than in the staggeringly well-
appointed kitchens of the Murtoli properties. It 1s not unusual for guests to
bring their own chefs, but even amateur cooks will be inspired to new heights by
the professional-quality equipment at their disposal. The kitchens have everything
from a cast-iron batterie de cuisine and LLa Cornue cooking range (it’s the Aga
of France, with roughly the same social connotations) to coffee-grinders and
perfectly balanced cutlery. And 1n all but three of the houses, there 1s a similarly
equipped outdoor ‘summer kitchen’ for alfresco entertaining.

Groceries can be delivered daily, although guests are encouraged to help
themselves to fruit, vegetables and herbs from the neat rows of the kitchen
garden. Meat, too, can be supplied from cattle and sheep raised on the estate’s
own water meadow, where livestock graze obligingly on wild garlic and herbs,
effectively seasoning themselves for the table.

In short, Murtoli 1s a foodie’s fantasy. If you don’t feel like cooking, there
are two excellent restaurants on site: a relaxed beach shack where flip-flopped
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