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Hot List

You'll rest easy: Our
seasoned editors and
correspondents combed
the planet to suss out the
MOost promising new
hotels. The result: 134
glorious finds in 55
countries—including 42 for
less than $250 per night.

por 133

Plus:

HOT NIGHTS

Get your groove
on at 30 of the
world’s hippest
bars. page ()7

HOT SPAS

Find your
inner sybarite
at 45 sublime
sanctuaries.

page 117
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Rite of Spring
Think Holland is flat, windy,
and full of head-scarfed
milkmaids staring out
windows (thank you,
Vermeer)! Boy, are you in
for a surprise. Raphael
Kadushin follows the tulip-
strewn Bloemen Route and
discovers the real meaning
of flower power.
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The Jungle Look

In a quest to showcase this
season’s warrior fashion in
its natural habitat, Style

Director Mark Connolly

took his team to Puntarenas,

where they zip-lined
through cloud forests, rap-
pelled down waterfalls, and
faced off howler monkeys

and toucans.  paqe 2 1 ()

Incorporating European Travel & Life /Printed jri the U.S.A.

ick-up sticks: Hot List in-
ductee Soneva Kiri, a Six

Senses resort on Thailand’s
Koh Kood. See page 133,

Mrs. Obama’s
Washington

The nation’s capital has
been infused with a sense of
youth and purpose by a First
Lady who cares deeply
about it. D.C., she says, is

a beacon “in a way that no
other city is.” David Mi-
chaelis finds out why Mi-
chelle Obama is wild about

Washington. /'”.'/"22()
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THE ANNUAL

THE YEAR’S 134 TOP NEW HOTELS

(INCLUDING 42 UNDER $250 A NIGHT)

SHOWING AMAZING RESILIENCE, the art of hotel innovation is flourishing.

Across the globe, hotels are still opening in strong numbers. We combed through the thousands
that debuted in the last year, then bedded down anonymously at the most compelling
candidates. A robust 134 properties spread across a record 575 countries won a place on our [1st
with their blend of strong style, skillful service, state-of-the-art technology, and
transporting aura. They're a diverse group, ranging in size from a three-suite gem 1n [Lisbon to an
eco-forward £,004-room showstopper on the Vegas Strip, and in cost from $130 a night at a
boldly designed Mexico City tower to 82,600 for aslice of the good life on a South Pacific 1sle once
the private retreat of Malcolm Forbes. As more hotels strive to soar above the competition, the
bar for excellence, too, climbs—although price tags don’t. Nearly a third of this year’s list offer rooms

for less than %250 a night, so there's no time like the present to ride the wave ofgood fortune.
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